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John T.Reamy

APR 8, 1940 - JAN 18, 2026

ohn (Jack) Thomas Reamy died on January 18, 2026, after a long
illness.

Born April 8, 1940, he was the only son of Claude Reamy and Girlie (née Lumpkins) Reamy. He
was raised in Washington, DC, and attended Washington public schools. He served in the United
States Army, 4th Armored Division, and was stationed in Germany.

In 1959, he started working at the Library of Congress. He worked there for 87 years, rising to the
position of section head in the Library’s Cataloging Policy and Support Office. A recognized
expert and mentor on library cataloging, he prepared the Library of Congress’s monumental
PREMARC Upgrade Manual and headed a project to create preliminary computer records from
the massive Library of Congress official card catalog.

At the Library of Congress, he met his wife of 46 years, Jacquelyn (Jacki). They were married in
September 1967 in Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, USVI. Jacki predeceased him in 2013.

In retirement Jack and Jacki moved first to Bethany Beach and then to Rehoboth Beach,
Delaware.

He leaves to mourn his passing his surrogate son and friend of some 50 years, Zbigniew
Kantorosinski, his devoted friend Chris Powers, and a wide circle of cousins including Nancy
Marilley, Patricia Rudolph, Gail Ridgell, Jennifer Ann Marilley, and countless friends in
Washington, DC, and along the Delaware coast.

Funeral services will be held on Monday, February 9, 2026, at 11:00 AM, at St. Edmond Catholic
Church, 401 King Charles Ave., Rehoboth Beach, where family and friends can visit from 10:30
AM - 11:00 AM. Interment to follow the Mass at Gate of Heaven Cemetery, 32112 Vines Creek
Road, Dagsboro, Delaware.
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Obituary John T.Reamy

APR 8,1940 - JAN 18,2026

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be given to the Brandywine Valley SPCA.

Please sign the tribute wall at this site.

FLORIST NOTE - PLEASE DELIVER ALL ARRANGEMENTS TO LOUR LEWES LOCATION
ON SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7 BY 5 PM.
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=38.7128993,-75.0786476
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APR 8,1940 - JAN 18,2026

Beacher Wiggins posted:

Jack and Jacki Reamy were colleagues and friends during their tenure at the Library of Congress.
They ofteninvited colleagues to theirhome in DC for get togethers. They were ever the gracious
hosts. Jacki was part of a group we dubbed Ridgewell's Surrogates. We did amateur catering.
The Reamy household was our staging area. During all this activity and chaos, Jack was the
patient, supportive, and charming host. I don't recall Jack's uttering a foul word about anyone. He
extended an open invitation to visit him whenever | was in Rehoboth. Until this past year, we
continued to exchange holiday greetings.

January 26 at 12:01PM

Beacher Wiggins posted:

Jack and Jacki were colleagues and friends during their tenure at the Library of Congress. They
ofteninvited me and others to theirhome in DC before they moved to Rehoboth. Jacki was part
of a group we called Ridgewell's Surrogates. We did amateur catering. Our staging area was the
Reamy home. Jack was ever the patient, inviting, and supportive person in the midst of all this
action and sometimes chaos. | don't recall his ever uttering a foul word about anyone. Until this
last holiday season, we exchanged greetings. He gave me a standing invitation to stop in
whenever | was in Rehoboth.--beacher wiggins

January 26 at11:52 AM

Jeff Prince posted:

| will always remember Jack's affability, affection and concern for other people in his life. Yes, |
admired his knowledge of the German language, his interest in Asian art, and his experience and
ability with calligraphy. When in his eighties, he began taking piano lessons and practiced daily, |
was amazed. But mostly | honor him for his devotion and concern for the other people in his life.
He was a peacemaker, who always urged others to accept the flaws of mutual friends and to
value their strengths. Jack was a gentle caregiver, watching overthe diet of his beloved wife,
Jacki, who was a teenage diabetic, and jollying herinto eating jelly beans when herinsulin level
was high; orurging his chosen son, Zig, to be patient and diligent as his career at the Library of
Congress progressed. Together, they lived a happy and eventful life. To quote an ancient prayer
forthe dead, "May He who makes peace in his own place make peace for all who mourn, as we
say together, Amen'”

January 23 at 11:49 AM
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Loretta Kelly lit a candle in honor of John.

Remembering the times and work relationship at The Library of Congress...Rest
in everlasting peace, Jack. ¥

January 22 at 9:00 PM

Mike Handy posted:

I met Jack inthe mid-1970s when | came to the Library as a temporary editor working on the last
Quinguennial edition of the National Union Catalog. At that time the division was housed in the
Mass Ave Annex, a building currently occupied by the Heritage Foundation. Jack worked out of a
small cubicle-style office on the second floor surrounded by the literal publication process
arranged in trays spread out on two basketball courts worth of tables. It was a real production
process.While Jack was a mentor and model for many catalogers, he was also a valuable guide
to the culture and peculiarities of the institution. He was an out-going man with many interests: art,
food, conversation, and especially helping people. Overthe years he and Jacki became friends
of ourfamily. They were the god-parents of our youngest son. The only firearm we have in our
house in the country is an antique rifle which Jack's father carried hunting rabbit as a boy.Jack will
be missed, and always treasured for the man he was.Mike Handy

January 22 at11:53 AM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring John by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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